
Learning Goals

Students will:

4.2	 Know	that	the	study	of	history	is	concerned	with	the	past	in	relation	to	the	present

4.3	 Know	the	history	of	the	periods	being	studied

4.4	 Know	about	the	ideas,	beliefs,	attitudes	and	experiences	of	people	in	the	past

4.5	 Know	about	the	social,	cultural,	religious	and	ethnic	diversity	of	the	periods	studied

4.6 Be able to use historical terms associated with the periods they have studied

4.7 Be able to enquire into historical questions and their effects on people’s lives

4.8 Be able to describe how the countries studied have responded to the conflicts, social changes, political changes and 
economic developments that represent their history

4.9	 Be	able	to	describe	aspects	of	the	past	from	a	range	of	sources

4.10 Be able to describe and identify the causes for and the results of historical events, situations and changes in the 
periods they have studied

4.11 Be able to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes both within and across periods

4.12 Be able to describe how the history of the countries studied affects the lives of the people who live there now

4.13	Be	able	to	describe	how	the	history	of	one	country	affects	that	of	another

4.14 Be able to select and record information relevant to a historical topic

4.18	Develop	an	understanding	for	how	contradicting	views	of	power,	morality	and	religion	lead	to	local	and	global	
cooperation	and	conflicts

Learning Goals

Students will:

4.1	 Know	about	the	key	features	related	to	the	different	
lives	of	people	in	their	home	country	and,	where	
appropriate,	their	parents’	home	countries	

4.2	 Know	about	the	key	features	related	to	the	different	
lives	of	people	in	the	countries	they	have	studied

4.3	 Know	about	ways	in	which	the	lives	of	people	in	the	
countries	they	have	studied	affect	each	other

4.4	 Know	about	the	similarities	and	the	differences	
between	the	lives	of	people	in	different	countries

	

Learning Goals

Students will:

4.6	 Know	about	a	range	of	views,	cultures	and	traditions

4.7 Be able to consider and respect the views, cultures and 
traditions of other people

4.22 Be able to act on their own moral standpoints

4.23 Be able to explain the reasons for their actions

4.24	Be	better	able	to	recognise	their	value	as	individuals

4.29 Be better able to communicate effectively and appropriately 
with individuals, and reflect upon how their actions affect 
themselves and others

4.34	Be	able	to	reflect	on	what	they	have	learned	and	its	
implications	for	their	own	lives	and	the	lives	of	other	people

4.41	Know	about	the	value	and	importance	of	respecting	
themselves	and	their	bodies

4.42	Know	about	the	varying	needs	of	other	people,	other	living	
things	and	the	environment

Learning Goals

Students will:

4.1	 Know	that	the	study	of	ICT	and	Computing	is	concerned	with	designing	and	applying	technology	to	gather,	use	
and	exchange	information

4.3	 Know	how	to	protect	their	online	identity,	privacy	and	safety	and	avoid	undesirable	contact,	content	and	other	
threats	(such	as	malicious	software)

4.4				Know	about	digital	footprints	and	online	reputations;	including	how	to	control,	protect	and	develop	a	positive	
online	identity

4.5 Be able to select and use technology and the internet safely, responsibly, respectfully, creatively and 
competently, for a range of purposes and audiences

4.6 Be able to manipulate, combine and present different forms of information from different sources in an 
organised and efficient way 

4.	7	 Develop	an	understanding	of	the	responsibilities	and	repercussions	of	online	behaviour,	including	issues	
associated	with	netiquette,	cyberbullying,	privacy	and	ethical	issues		

Learning Goals

Students will:

Speaking and Listening

4.1	 Be	able	to	play	a	variety	of	roles	in	group	discussions	by	
reading	required	material	and	being	prepared

4.2 Be able to ask and answer questions to obtain 
clarification and elaboration with relevant evidence

4.3	 Be	able	to	integrate	strategies	and	tools	such	as	
multimedia	to	enhance	listening	comprehension	and	
add	interest

4.4	 Be	able	to	use	the	content,	intention	and	perspective	of	
what	is	said	to	them	in	a	variety	of	situations

4.5 Be able to convey information, experiences, arguments 
and opinions clearly and confidently when speaking to 
others

4.6	 Be	able	to	use	appropriate	vocabulary	in	speech

4.7	 Be	able	to	analyse	the	purpose	and	motivation	of	the	
information	presented

4.8 Be able to use spoken language that is appropriate to 
the situation and purpose

Reading

4.9 Be able to read and comprehend for different purposes 
including stories, dramas, poems and literature

4.10 Be able to use a variety of strategies to understand 
meaning

4.11 Be able to determine the theme of a text and its 
relationship to plot, setting and characters

4.12 Be able to cite evidence that supports explicit and 
inferred meaning from the text

4.13	Be	able	to	distinguish	between	fact	and	fiction

4.14	Be	able	to	compare	and	contrast	information	from	a	
variety	of	texts	to	understand	how	it	affects	meaning	and	
style

4.15 Be able to read for pleasure and enjoyment

4.16	Develop	an	understanding	for	how	meaning	is	
constructed	using	word	choice,	tone	and	timing

Writing

4.17 Be able to write in a range of different forms 
appropriate for their purpose and readers

4.18	Be	able	to	write	narratives	to	communicate	real	or	
imagined	events	using	descriptive	details	and	event	
sequences

4.19	Be	able	to	write	arguments	to	support	claims	using	
evidence	from	texts	and	research	from	credible	sources

4.20	Be	able	to	write	informative	or	explanatory	texts	to	
examine	a	topic	and	share	ideas	in	an	organised	manner

4.21 Be able to use writing to organise thoughts, 
experiences, emotions and preferences

4.22	Be	able	to	write	short	reports	to	answer	a	question

4.23 Be able to use a range of strategies and tools for 
planning, drafting and revising their writing

4.24	Be	able	to	write	neatly	and	legibly

Language Awareness
(Schools	will	choose	the	Language	Awareness	goals	that	suit	their	
content	and	the	individual	needs	of	their	students.)

4.25	Know	the	rules	for	grammatical	construction	and	usage

4.26	Know	the	rules	for	spelling,	punctuation	and	
capitalisation

4.27	Be	able	to	recognise	the	devices	used	by	an	author	to	
accomplish	a	purpose

4.28	Be	able	to	recognise	different	forms,	genres	and	themes

4.29	Be	able	to	explain	and	describe	the	main	features,	ideas,	
themes,	events,	information	and	characters	in	a	text

4.30	Be	able	to	recognise	and	use	figures	of	speech

4.31	Be	able	to	recognise	and	use	descriptive	language

4.32	Be	able	to	recognise	and	use	literal	language

4.33	Be	able	to	recognise	and	use	different	forms,	styles	and	
genres

4.34	Be	able	to	recognise	and	use	different	linguistic	
conventions

4.35	Develop	an	understanding	that	language	is	used	
differently	in	different	situations							

4.36	Develop	an	understanding	that	language	and	the	way	it	
is	used	affects	the	relationships	between	people

4.37	Develop	an	understanding	that	there	are	cultural	
differences	between	the	way	language	is	used	by	
different	people	and	in	different	situations

4.38	Develop	an	understanding	that	the	meaning	of	language	
can	be	influenced	by	the	situation,	form,	unexpressed	
intentions,	physical	posture,	facial	expression	and	
gestures

4.39	Develop	an	understanding	that	forms	of	communication	
benefit	from	the	application	of	rules

Drama

4.40	Know	that	everyone	has	a	creative	side

4.41	Be	able	to	improvise	a	play,	using	the	roles,	situation	
and	elements	of	a	story

4.42	Be	able	to	perform	a	scripted	play

4.43 Be able to make use of voice, language, posture, 
movement and facial expression

4.44	Be	able	to	make	use	of	scenery,	stage	properties,	
costume	and	make-up

4.45	Be	able	to	evaluate	their	own	performance	and	that	of	
others

4.46	Be	able	to	respond	to	a	performance	identifying	the	key	
elements	and	devices

Learning Goals

Students will:

4.1	 Know	that	the	study	of	music	is	concerned	with	musical	
expression	and	communication

4.2	 Know	the	uses	of	the	elements	of	music

4.7	 Be	able	to	interpret	standard	notation	symbols

4.8	 Be	able	to	sing	and/or	play	a	melody	with	accompaniment

4.9	 Be	able	to	make	links	between	music	and	other	disciplines	
taught	in	school

4.10	Be	able	to	create	or	compose	short	pieces	within	specified	
parameters

4.11 Be able to perform a repertoire of music, alone or with 
others, with attention to performance practice, breath-
control, posture, and tone quality

4.12	Be	able	to	make	judgments	about	pieces	of	music,	showing	
understanding,	appreciation,	respect	and	enjoyment	as	
appropriate

4.13	Be	able	to	display	a	range	of	emotions	while	playing	
instruments	and	singing

4.14	Be	able	to	improvise,	extend	or	create	music	to	express	
emotion,	ideas,	creativity	and	imagination

4.16 Be able to consider pieces of music in terms of meaning, 
mood, structure, place and time

4.17	Understand	that	the	work	of	musicians	is	influenced	by	their	
environment	and	experiences

Learning Goals

Students will:

4.1	 Know	that	the	study	of	science	is	concerned	with	investigating	and	
understanding	the	animate	and	inanimate	world	around	them

4.2 Be able to conduct scientific investigations with increasing rigour 

4.3	 Be	able	to	discriminate	between	evidence	and	opinion

4.6	 Develop	an	understanding	of	the	importance	of	using	objective	evidence	to	
test	scientific	ideas

4.7	 Develop	an	understanding	of	the	ethical	responsibility	all	scientists	face

4.8	 Know	about	the	fundamental	units/building	blocks	of	life	and	that	all	living	
organisms	are	configured	around	structures;	hierarchical	organisation	from	
cells	to	tissues	to	organs	to	systems	to	organisms

4.9	 Know	the	structure	and	functions	of	a	cell,	tissue,	organs	and	organ	systems	
in	humans	and	animals

4.10	Know	about	the	structure	and	functions	of	complex	systems	in	humans	and	
other	animals;	including	the	skeletal	and	muscular	systems,	nutrition	and	
digestion,	gas	exchange	systems	and	reproduction

4.12	Know	about	the	seven	characteristics	which	define	living	things

4.19	Be	able	to	explain	the	consequences	of	imbalances	in	the	diet,	including	
obesity,	starvation	and	deficiency	diseases

4.26	Develop	an	understanding	of	how	tissues	and	organs	function	in	order	to	
create	systems	which	maintain	living	organisms	

4.46	Develop	an	understanding	of	how	substances	combine,	change	or	react	to	
form	new	substances

Language Arts
In this unit, students examine a range of poems and short stories in which the 
author explores their own, or their characters’, sense of self, and how this sense 
of self impacts on the way they exist in the world. They think about the influence of 
culture on a person’s sense of self, exploring how poets and authors such as Moniza 
Alvi, Grace Nicols, Sujata Bhatt and Helen Dunmore have expressed feeling of being 
caught between cultures. Students consider how literary devices and styles provide 
a means for expressing and asserting a key part of person’s sense of self and the 
way they exist in the world. They use the ‘Five Stage Structure’ of story writing to 
write an effective and engaging short story that communicates their ideas about 
identity and interaction.

Music
In this unit, students consider explore the relationship between 
individuals and music, and also the role music plays in forming, 
reflecting and reafflrming a sense of self. At a personal level, 
they consider how the music they choose to play and listen to 
impacts on their sense of self, how they interact with others, and, 
more generally, how they exist in the world. They examine ways in 
which composers convey a sense of self through music, and how 
performers create an identity on stage. Students then write a 
song that communicates a sense of self, and they will consider how 
performance can create a ‘stage identity’, authentic or otherwise.

International Mindedness
In this unit, students consider how their sense of self and 
others has evolved throughout their childhood. They reflect 
on how they see themselves in the world and also how other 
people in the world see themselves too. They have the 
opportunity to consider how their actions impact others both 
directly, through close relationships, and indirectly, in more 
global terms.

History
In this unit, students examine how interactions between different 
cultures can lead to mutual understanding but also tension, 
resulting in one culture becoming dominant, affecting how another 
culture can exist in the world. They explore the cultural identities of 
people in the African countries of Benin and what is now Nigeria, 
before the Transatlantic Slave Trade began, and afterwards. In 
particular, they will analyse the impact of slavery on the identity 
of those captured, transported and sold as slaves in the New 
World. Focusing on the ways in which a person’s history can shape 
their sense of self, students study the successful rebellion that 
established Haiti, led by Toussaint L’Ouverture, a former slave 
born in Benin, as the son of a prince. Alternatively, students could 
study the Arab spice routes linking Asia, Africa and Europe and 
contributing to the spread of Islam.

ICT & Computing
This unit focuses on how ICT has changed the ways in which we 
develop our sense of self and interact with others. Students 
explore whether the use of face-to-face communication to 
establish trust, reliability, and a positive reputation can be 
replicated in a virtual world through the use of a digital 
identity. The tasks examine how our sense of self and others  is 
continually developing through the different online interactions 
we have, including the use of multiple identities in multiple 
communities, the use of avatars, and the positive and negative 
aspects of these.

Science
In this unit, students consider how the relationship each 
of us have with our bodies plays an important part in 
shaping our sense of self, and others, and is impacted by 
such things as everyday physical activities and interactions 
such as sport, dance, singing, as well as what we eat. They 
examine how these shape us in a physical and psychological 
sense. Students focus on how the impact of living a 
healthy lifestyle, while not always within our control, can 
be determined in a large part by the decisions we make. 
They examine factors of lifestyle that both positively and 
negatively affect health and wellbeing. Students watch 
the documentary Supersize Me to see an extreme case of 
eating too much fast food; they will be introduced to the 
ways in which the substances in this type of food damages 
our bodies, and given information on how to assess and 
ensure a healthy diet and lifestyle.

Identity	
13 -14 year-olds
The Big Idea: Our	sense	
of	self,	and	that	of	others,	
is	continually	developing	
through	our	different	
interactions	and	impacts	
on	how	we	exist	in	the	
world.

Each	unit	is	incorporated	and	summarised	within	a	mind	map.	This	mind	map	is	for	the	unit	‘Identity’.	You	will	see	that	
the	overview	of	what	your	students	will	be	doing	in	each	subject	is	closely	connected	both	to	the	Big	Idea	and	to	the	
Learning	Goals	of	each	subject.	You	will	find	a	comprehensive	list	of	the	Learning	Goals	in	the	Teachers’	File.	The	mind	
maps	are	really	helpful	in	making	sure	that	every	teacher	knows	how	their	colleagues	are	helping	students	learn.

Throughout	every	unit	and	in	every	subject,	there	are	opportunities	to	assess	the	progression	of	your	students’	skills.	
Learning	Goals	in	bold	denote	key	skills	which	correspond	to	rubrics	in	the	IMYC	Assessment	for	Learning	Programme.

The International Middle Years Curriculum		A	curriculum	for	11-14	year-olds	from	Fieldwork	Education	

T: +44	(0)20	7531	9696						 F: +44	(0)20	7531	1333						 E: imyc@greatlearning.com						 

www.greatlearning.com/imyc

The Identity IMYC mind map
Learning Goals

Students will:

4.6 Be able to steadily improve performance with control, coordination, precision and consistency a 
range of physical skills and techniques whenever possible

4.11	Be	able	to	identify	features	of	a	good	physical	performance

4.14 Be able to use physical movement as a means of expression, enjoyment, communication and art

4.19	Develop	an	understanding	of	how	attitudes	towards	health,	practices,	and	behaviours	differ	based	
on	cultural	values	and	beliefs

Physical Education
Students explore the big idea of this unit through 
dance, considering how dance movements can change 
and develop when working with others. In groups, they 
create dances, incorporating a variety of actions, 
dynamics, improvised travel, mirroring and development 
of motifs. They look for inspiration at parts of the 
movie Happy Feet as well as other resources that are 
particularly designed to motivate boys (please see 
the note to teachers as the beginning of the unit). 
Students perform their choreographed dance, record 
reflections and process and create a performance 
programme that provide valuable insight into the 
choreographic process and examine the students’ 
understanding of the Big Idea.  

Learning Goals

Students will:

4.1	 Know	that	technology	is	concerned	with	designing	and	making	systems	that	aid	the	needs	of	a	society

4.2	 Know	how	the	lives	of	people	in	different	countries	are	affected	by	the	extent	of	technological	advance

4.3	 Know	how	to	combine	creativity	with	skills	to	predict	new	ideas	and	inventions

4.5	 Know	that	the	quality	of	a	product	depends	on	how	well	it	is	made	and	how	well	it	meets	its	intended	
purpose

4.6 Be able to respond to identified needs, wants and opportunities with informed designs and products

4.7	 Be	able	to	plan	and	organise	a	sequence	of	activities	to	produce	an	effective	system	or	product

4.8 Be able to work with a variety of tools and materials confidently and safely to create goods and 
products

4.9	 Be	able	to	test	and	evaluate	the	construction	of	their	own	work	and	improve	on	it

4.13	Develop	an	understanding	of	how	available	products	affect	the	quality	of	life	for	individual	societies

Technology
In this unit, students reflects on how their sense of self has changed over 
the course of their lifetime and how this can be interpreted through the 
things that they have enjoyed doing or people they have spent time with at 
different points in their lives. Each student will explore their current identity 
in more detail by producing an image board which visually captures important 
interactions and those things that impact on their lives. The image boards 
are then used as a primary inspiration for another student to design and 
create a simple artifact that the other person would like or find useful, 
reflecting an understanding of the other. At the end of the unit, each 
student reflects on the extent to which the artefact reflects both their 
sense of self as well as the ‘designers’ sense of who they are.

Dispositions
In this unit, students have the opportunity 
to consider their sense of self, what it 
was, what it is now, and how it might 
change by the interactions they have 
through different experiences over time. 
They should discuss and reflect on how 
their experiences shape and mould the way 
they see themselves and how others see 
them.


